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Components of film originally examined: 

Menu: Play Movie 

Scene Selection 
Special Features 
Subtitles 


Eeature: 

We Were Soldiers 

Running time: 

132.49 

Other Timed 

Deleted Scenes (10) 

Running time: 

22.34 

Components: 

Getting It Right 


25.35 


Theatrical Trailers (2) 


3.44 


TV Spots 


1.31 


Radio Spots 


0.42 

Other 

Copyright Warning Notice 



Components: 

Icon Home Entertainment Notice 
Director's Commentary 

Total Running time: 

186.55 


Excision/Alteration: 


No Excisions Recommended. 


Reason(s) for Excision: 

Not Applicable. 
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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 16 years. 

Display Conditions: 

Nil. 

Descriptive Note: 

Depicts graphic and realistic war scenes. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: 04 September 2002 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The DVD entitled We Were Soldiers is classified as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 16 years. 

The DVD mainly contains the feature of the same title, which is an American feature 
based on real events at the outset of the US war in Vietnam. In November 1965 395 
US soldiers were dropped in la Drang Valley by helicopter, a trial of the 'new cavalry' 
against a stronghold of the North Vietnamese Army. The feature concentrates on the 
intense, three-day battle in which 79 Americans and no less than 634 North 
Vietnamese Army soldiers were killed, mainly from the perspective of the Americans 
and their anxious wives in the US. The feature is the same as that originally examined 
as a 35mm film and classified by the Classification Office (OFLC Ref. 200366), though 
this DVD version is slightly shorter due to the different medium. The classification was 
registered in March 2002. The descriptive note 'Depicts graphic and realistic war 
scenes' was attached to the film. 

In addition to the feature the DVD contains 10 scenes not included in the final cut of 
the feature, a 'making-of featurette, a director's commentary and promotional 
materials. These additional components do not affect the classification given to the 
original feature. The promotional materials are two trailers for screening in cinemas, 
and advertisements for television and radio. The manner in which violence is depicted 
in these components is understated by comparison with the graphic and realistic style 
of the feature. The 'making-of component includes short scenes from the final feature 
cut among interviews and behind-the-scenes footage that shows why and how the 
feature was created, adding some value to the publication in relation to artistic and 
social matters. The 10 deleted scenes include several that depict severe wounding 
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and death during or as a result of battle, however these scenes are consistent with the 
style of violence depicted in the feature, including graphic blood effects. 


OFLCRef: 201335 
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